
Our Seed Library is about…
• Encouraging our community to dig in and 

garden
• Reconnecting our community to the 

traditions of growing tasty, healthy food 
• Educating our community about growing, 

harvesting, and saving seeds 
• Creating a community-sustained seed 

collection at your library 
• Nurturing a culture of sharing and 

abundance

Welcome to a space for sharing 
open-pollinated seeds and gaining 
awareness and information about 
gardening and seed saving. 

 Seed Library

Welcome to Omaha’s Seed Library
The Common Soil Seed Library was created to 
encourage a culture of abundance, teach food 
literacy, promote urban gardening, and help 
diversify open-pollinated plants and seed at 
the local level. By saving seeds as a community, 
we help create local seed stocks that are better 
acclimated to our unique climate 
and which support an abundant and 
genetically diverse landscape. 

Step 1:  
Choosing Seeds 
Visit any Omaha Public Library (OPL) Seed Library 
location in person to look for seeds, or search OPL’s 
online catalog to place seeds on reserve for pick-up 
at your local branch library. Simply type “Common 
Soil” in the online catalog search box to get a listing 
of all available seeds. You may also type the plant’s 
common name, variety, or scientific name in the 
search box to look for specific seeds. The seed 
collection depends on donations, growing success, 
and seasonal changes. Different seeds are available 
at different times, so check back frequently to see 
what’s new. Choose from “Easy” and “Advanced” 
seeds. Seeds are categorized by how difficult they 
are to save,“true to type,” not how to grow them. 
Beginner gardeners should select seeds they’d like 
to grow. Focus on having fun and learning how to 
garden. Seed saving will come later!

Step 2: Checking Out Seeds 
All you need to check out seeds is a current OPL 
library card. Seeds may be checked out just like 
books, DVDs, or any library materials (please 
remember to scan the barcode on the seed 
package). Seed packets contain enough seeds to 
grow several plants. Check out up to 10 packets 
per library card each month. You don’t need to 
return the seeds. 

Step 3: Saving Seeds 
Seeds are a genetic legacy. Saved seeds pass on 
the genetic qualities of the plant that provided 
them. When planning to save “Easy” seeds, 
planting one variety of each plant will help to 
prevent accidental cross-pollination. “Advanced” 
seeds require special planning. If you’re a more 
experienced gardener growing plants for seed 
saving, choose “Advanced” seeds after learning 
how to isolate plants to prevent cross-pollination. 

Step 4: Sharing Seeds 
When we grow food, our community grows. 
As your gardening skills grow, consider sharing 
some of your harvested seeds with the 
Common Soil Seed Library community.
Collect seeds from your healthiest or tastiest 
crops. Clean and dry out the seeds and place 
them in clearly labeled envelopes or containers. 
Please label your envelope, jar, or baggie 
with the donation slip found at any OPL seed 
library location, or print a slip at home from 
omahalibrary.org. Bring your labeled seeds to 
any OPL location.

Learn More 
• Attend programs on seed saving and 

gardening at OPL
• Seed Saving
• Small Space Gardening
• Planning your Garden
• Food Preservation: Harvesting, Storing, 

Canning and Fermenting
• Search for books, eBooks, and other items 

available at omahalibrary.org
• Visit our four seed library locations:

Benson Branch | 6015 Binney St.

Elkhorn Branch | 2100 Reading Plz.

Millard Branch | 13214 Westwood Ln.

South Omaha Library | 2808 Q St.


